Chapter VIII
GREECE, THE ROCKY PROMONTORY OF THE EASTERN
MEDITERRANEAN WHICH ACTED AS THE CONNECT-
ING LINK BETWEEN THE OLD ASIA AND
THE NEW EUROPE
(JTREECE is the country that occupies the southernmost part of
the much larger Balkan peninsula and the neighbouring islands,
This peninsula is bounded on the north by the Danube, on the west
by the Adriatic, which separates it from Italy, on the cast by the
Black Sea, the Sea of Marmora, the Bosporus and the Aegean Sea,
which separate it from Asia, and on the south by the Mediterranean,
which separates it from Africa.
I have never seen the Balkan peninsula from the air, but it seems
to me that from a height it must look like a hand reaching out
from Europe to Asia and Africa. Greece is the thumb, Thrace
the little finger. Constantinople the nail on the little finger. The
other fingers are the mountain-ranges that run from Macedonia
and Thcssaly to Asia Minor. In some cases only the tops of these
mountain-ranges arc visible. The lower parts are covered by the
waves of the Aegean, but from a great height one would
undoubtedly be able to follow them as closely as the fingers of a
hand partly submerged by the water in a wash-bowl.
The skin of this hand is stretched across a skeleton of sturdy
mountain-ranges. In the main, these run from north-west to
south-east, I might almost say, diagonal-wise. They have
Bulgarian, Montenegrin, Serbian, Turkish, Albanian, and Greek
names, but there arc only a few important enough for you to
remember.
These arc the Dinaric Alps, stretching from the Alps of Switzer-
land to the Gulf of Corinth, the wide bay which separates the
northern half of Greece from the southern half, the triangle
96